
[  0.0,  10.0]: Council item number six is Council consideration for the proposed Martin Luther
King Jr. Way Street renaming, which will be presented by Mr. Aaron. Mr. Aaron, please.
[ 15.9,  17.1]: Where did Miss Dad go?
[ 18.4,  20.3]: Good evening, Mr. Mayor and Council.
[ 20.6,  31.9]: This item was placed on the agenda. There was some discussion, I would assume,
about renaming Lee Street to Martin Luther King Jr. Way. And that's the item before you
tonight.
[ 33.3,  53.3]: Council, is there any questions? Let me just, if I could. Go ahead, sir. Okay.
This, certainly, that's one of the things that we have endeavored to do here at the council is
to make sure that we were representative of what the community desired and that we're trying to
be very proactive, we understand.
[ 53.3,  73.3]: and that the STEM school is going to complete construction within the next 12
months. The school will actually be finished at the end of 2026, and they're going to open for
the school year of 2027. We're contemplating changing the name of the street.
[ 73.2,  93.2]: We don't want the school to print up a million documents with Lee Street on it,
understanding that Lee Street, the name is going to be changed to Lee Street. Understanding
this, and I'm going to be quite honest with you, okay, Lee Street was named for General Lee,
okay? And we have endeavored and had a discussion many years.
[ 93.1, 113.1]: About 18 months ago, we had another follow-up discussion after that that we're
going to remove a lot of the notations for that time period or the Confederate generals or
community and that we're going to rename some of these streets. This is one attempt in order to
do that. The DDS
[113.1, 133.1]: Today we'll be proposing that we take that the council, there'll be a
resolution coming to you requesting permission that we use the park area, which is right next
to the police department, to actually do something that we should have done many years ago,
which is create a statue for
[133.0, 153.0]: for Daddy King. We want to use the municipal park area as the DDA to champion
that area, to put the statue right there in that park area, to repurpose that area so that
every person that comes through the city of Stockbridge would see the image of Daddy King.
[153.0, 173.0]: And that, you know, a lot of times you come through here, certainly as you come
down North Henry Boulevard, you don't really even encounter Martin Luther King's Senior
Heritage. You don't even encounter it because the bridge goes over it. Certainly the plans call
for with the new owner having a mural attached to the Martin Luther King's Senior Heritage.
[172.9, 192.9]: King Senior Heritage Building at the address of 106 Martin Luther King Senior
Heritage Trail. That's the red brick building on the end that used to be Rod Ogles v Realty.
The good news is that we have a new clothing retailer that's going to be assuming that property
and they are agreeable.
[192.8, 212.8]: to working with the city to have a mural crafted so that Martin Luther King Sr.
will have an actual mural on the property that will be indicated along Martin Luther King Sr.
Heritage at that point. Now the vision for the DDA is to craft that statue right there along
North Henry Boulevard.
[212.8, 232.8]: So every student that goes to the STEM school passes by that statue of Daddy
King every day when they enter the new$73 million STEM school. They will be able to look out
their window out of the STEM school and to be able to see Daddy King, the statue of Daddy King.
[232.7, 252.7]: One of the iterations, the final iteration has not been approved by the DDA or
the request for the council, so this is a concept. One of the concepts is to have a statue of
Daddy King, the adult Daddy King, and little Martin Luther King, Jr. at that location so that,
again, every student that attends the STEM school.
[252.7, 272.7]: the teacher and the staff as they pass by will pass by that way. Now we know
right now that we have a South Lee Street and a North Lee Street as well. Some of the concepts
that we have talked about is again changing the name of the street, the North and South Lee
Street to Martin Luther King.
[272.6, 292.6]: King to Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard, or way, Martin Luther King Jr. way.
A 



lot of times we understand we go through Martin Luther King Boulevards and other cities. They
aren't exactly representative of the best areas of the city. To highlight this particular area
that with Dr. King's name on.
[292.5, 312.5]: it to have a$73 million school on one end and the amphitheater entrance on the
other end puts it puts Dr. King on a substantial road that represents excellence and his dream
being materialized right here in the city of Stockbridge. Our very own city manager also
[312.5, 330.0]: propose that because as you go around the curve for the STEM school, the road
actually changes names. The when you it was, it's Jackson Avenue or something, it couldn't
right now. So what we would do is the STEM school, we know how many of you have seen the movie
Hidden Figures?
[330.9, 350.9]: Right. So that portion leading from Rock Quarry Road to the STEM school would
be named for Catherine Hamilton, who was one of the hidden figures sitting. Catherine Johnson.
Catherine, I'm sorry, Catherine Johnson, for one of the...
[350.8, 370.8]: hidden figures so what better representation that we that we can have than to
have that again initially the issue is right now the name needs to be changed because the stem
school is going to open at the end of the year they're creating documents also right now we
have wayfinding signage that is being created right
[370.8, 390.8]: right now that we're going to have to change and we don't want that to be
produced and then have to go back and tear it down after it's being put up. And certainly we'd
like to have input. Certainly I've discussed that with the district to council member Mr. Cloud
himself over here and certainly I'll be interested in.
[390.7, 410.7]: and hear in his words as well. But the DDA initially brought this project
because we've been for about 10 years now, we've been trying to get a sufficient way to honor
Daddy King in some significant way. Each time we started to climb up this hill, nothing
happened.
[410.7, 426.6]: determined that we're going to get that statue of Daddy King on the prime, on
the prime, most highly visible roadway in Stockbridge, that no one will pass through
Stockbridge without knowing that Daddy King was born and raised here. Thank you. Thank you,
Mayor Pro Temple, Councilman Barbara.
[428.0, 431.1]: Thank you, Mayor.
[432.5, 435.0]: proposal, I guess.
[436.9, 448.1]: It's in my district, the district that I'm duly elected to represent. I have a
number of concerns. One, no one has come to discuss this with me.
[448.3, 449.1]: at all.
[449.7, 454.4]: The second one is there are homeowners who will be affected by this.
[454.7, 455.3]: Um...
[456.4, 458.5]: That is of concern to me.
[459.2, 461.8]: Not that I'm opposed to renaming it.
[462.2, 463.3]: but the timing of it.
[463.8, 466.9]: the timing of this and without
[467.3, 469.9]: Notice to those homeowners who are affected.
[470.6, 472.7]: is concerning to me. This is not a
[472.9, 473.7]: Party.
[474.4, 475.0]: For me,
[475.4, 477.0]: in City Council District 4.
[477.7, 482.7]: This is not one of the priorities that I've submitted. So that's all.
[482.9, 485.1]: Yes, ma'am, thank you. Councilman Cloud.
[487.2, 507.2]: Yeah, just in my thought process initially, I was a little apprehensive about
this consideration because I didn't want to necessarily take away from Marlowe the King Sr.
trail. It felt like Marlowe the King Jr. maybe.
[507.1, 522.8]: just because the senior trail is unique in itself. And so I just thought about
it and said, well, I don't necessarily want to take away from that since we got Marlow the King
senior. But after giving it some thought and considering.



[523.6, 543.6]: the connection and with the statue and all of that together. I do agree with
that. I will say that I'm also a proponent of letting residents know that we want to change the
name of the street.
[543.5, 560.0]: So, yeah, that's my stance on that. But I guess with that, there would need to
be a timeline because we need to change that as quickly as possible. So I do understand we
should let the residents know, but we need to do that quickly.
[560.2, 565.0]: Thanks, Councilman. Yes, sir, I will follow up. Certainly. Go ahead, sir.
[566.4, 572.2]: Okay, does Miss Kent, you or Mr. Berry have anything to say before us?
[574.6, 594.6]: So what I would like to say is that it does not have to be approved tonight. It
certainly could. There could be some outreach to the community. I think there's maybe about
five homes on both sides that would be affected and certainly the property across the street
from the STEM school is.
[594.5, 600.8]: is for sale. And understanding what I just said, the name is a name for the
Confederate general.
[602.7, 622.7]: We know that. Okay. And certainly that's been something that we've endeavored
in order to make and to correct for history's sake, to make sure that we understand what we
represent as a city. And certainly that that's something that we want to do as well. But
certainly we could.
[622.6, 642.6]: go ahead and indicate that we're going to change the name of the street and
then circle back and then have it be approved at the very next meeting once we send out
notification to the residents. The time sensitivity of the issue, as I've indicated, is the
STEM school will be finished at the end of the year. That means that the
[642.5, 656.2]: The school is in the process of creating documents, creating directions to the
school, creating GPS and all of the above. We need to do that now because we don't want to have
to go back and revise all of that.
[656.4, 663.9]: Uh, and, um, because so this is very time sensitive. Yes, sir. Thank you for
that, Mayor Pro Tim. Any other questions from Council?
[664.9, 672.1]: Awesome. Thank you, Miss Anders. I'll accept the motion. Lenno, if you want to
make a motion, you make the motion.
[672.7, 674.0]: Yeah, it's a good one.
[678.6, 698.6]: Yeah, I'll make a motion, Mayor, to, I guess, table this till the next meeting
for approval and notification. Yeah, under the circumstance that we will notify those
residents. And, yeah. Second. I have a motion on the floor to table to the...
[698.5, 709.8]: February work session meeting and to notify the residents that will be
impacted. There is a motion and a second. All those in favor, please indicate by the sound of
I. Any opposed?
[711.6, 715.4]: I oppose and may I add a comment, please, sir, for the record. Briefly.
[715.8, 717.1]: Thank you.
[718.0, 724.5]: So it's not just the homeowners who would be affected by this. There are the
duplex that's right across the street.
[725.9, 726.6]: Again.
[726.8, 728.7]: No discussions have been had with me.
[729.1, 730.3]: In reference to this,
[731.0, 733.2]: So I have concerns that those.
[733.4, 738.2]: Homeowners and residents who live on that street are going to be contacting me.
[739.4, 743.8]: They'll be asking me questions about this, and I have no idea of...
[744.4, 745.4]: what they're doing.
[745.8, 753.5]: So I'm going to oppose this. I believe we need more than just two weeks to
notify those homeowners. In fact.
[754.1, 768.3]: I think there should be an opportunity, a date, time set aside with a public
notice board or something outside of that location, letting those homeowners and residents
along that area.
[768.8, 772.1]: Let them know that the city will be hosting an informational meeting.



[772.5, 773.2]: To share.
[773.7, 774.6]: this idea.
[775.2, 781.3]: And two weeks is not enough time. That's all. Thank you, sir. Thank you,
Council Member J. Anderson.
[782.0, 802.0]: The purpose of this proposal is to name a street within the city's stock bridge
limits to honor and commemorate the legacy of Martin Luther King Jr. and his contributions to
the heritage of the city. Rationale to recognize the contribution of Martin Luther King to the
city in addition to already recognizing and commemorating the contribution of
[801.9, 815.0]: Martin Luther King Sr. to provide a more familiar and unifying name to his
street, which has high visibility due to its location near City Hall and the amphitheater.
Here's an aerial photo of the Lee Street area.
[816.7, 818.0]: both North and Lee Street.
[827.0, 847.0]: Background information on Lee Street. Staff did research and the earliest
reference to Lee Street appears in 1949 City Council meeting minutes. It is true there's a lot
of information out there that states that the street was named after General Robert E. Lee, but
that's not the case when staff did his research.
[847.0, 850.8]: We found out that the street was named for a former city of Stockbridge mayor.
[854.4, 871.5]: And there was a commemoration memorial to the former mayor, R.E. Lee, back in
1952. I can't see. Okay. I can't see that. Let me try to increase that.
[871.6, 877.2]: Can I get somebody? Is IT here for me, for me, please?
[877.6, 880.4]: Okay, I see it. Now scroll.
[881.9, 890.5]: So as you see, from our research, we found that it was a commemoration to the
former mayor. In 1952, the street was named after him.
[890.9, 891.6]: Where?
[900.0, 901.7]: This is...
[902.4, 905.7]: Perry Ward. Where is
[906.4, 919.5]: Artly. And the reason I say that because I was doing research and I couldn't
find it, but I read a lot of the comments and I do want to, you know, do my research. So, but
I'm saying, I don't see it. Let me try to highlight it. Let me see.
[921.4, 923.6]: I can go on to Municode.
[944.6, 949.2]: You said it was in the minutes of the meeting? Yes.
[950.0, 953.3]: He said to Mike.
[954.4, 974.4]: I can't, it's in this document, I can't blow it up. I can blow it up. You'll be
able to see the meeting minutes on the stock market's website for the city clerk and the city
clerk minutes at the February 19th minutes for 1952. Then you'll be able to read the entire
document, which is a memorial to the former.
[974.3, 988.2]: our mayor R.E. Lee upon his passing at February the 3rd and it outlines all the
significant things that he did for the city of Stockbridge during his tenure from 1927 to 1932.
[988.6, 1004.0]: Okay, thank you. I'm trying to pull it up now. I don't see it, but I I want to
I don't see the name, but I oh, I see mister Lee's Last Rings. I see something. I do.
[1004.9, 1008.7]: Thank you.
[1013.6, 1015.6]: I'm going to find the...
[1018.2, 1024.2]: Where is it? I saw it going down, going down.
[1025.5, 1026.4]: What about that?
[1026.9, 1036.3]: Okay. Maze and carried by vote of Councillor Cleston Seatclerk to write a
memorial to the memory of our beloved mayor.
[1036.5, 1037.1]: I know.
[1037.4, 1038.5]: R. E. Lee
[1038.8, 1047.0]: and that it be spread upon the minute, and that a copy be sent to the family
of the deceased, which reads as follows
[1048.4, 1050.8]: Scroll over to next page.
[1053.1, 1053.8]: Please don't worry.
[1054.0, 1060.0]: I just I want to read it. I want to see for myself. Scroll up.



[1060.7, 1061.6]: Mm-hmm.
[1063.7, 1081.1]: Some of us think back in the days that we struggled with a Georgia Power
Company trying to get electricity into our little town. After this was secured, he went to
struggle for a paved road on highway through our town. And after this was accomplished, he went
to work trying to get a water work system in town.
[1081.3, 1083.5]: which required several years of work and study,
[1083.7, 1091.9]: but was finally accomplished and completed, and the order was turned on may
fifteenth, nineteen forty nine. He was very happy over the success.
[1092.3, 1104.2]: In the year 1950, he went on to work to get natural gas distribution systems
in the city. And on january 16, 1952, a franchise was granted to the Newton County Gas Corp.
[1104.4, 1107.7]: An application was made for a surplus of 64 million.
[1108.3, 1111.1]: See you. Cubic beat of gas per day.
[1111.2, 1131.2]: which is flowing through the line that is not being used. The application was
made to the Transcontinental Pipeline Company, which has presented before the power commission
in Washington, DC on January 16, 1952, but was put off until March 3. We trust this application
will be accepted as it is.
[1131.1, 1133.3]: It was mister Lee's dream.
[1134.2, 1152.0]: We realize that we're going to miss him in many ways, and especially in our
city affairs. He always had the welfare of others in mind, and he was always mindful of a
supreme being. He stood for the right to the best of his judgment, and we trust our loss in his
eternal gain.
[1152.0, 1165.8]: To the family, we wish and express our heartfelt sympathy to you in your
loss, and we pray God's richest blessings upon each of you along the life's way. And if we can
serve you in any way, we'll be happy to do so. We are.
[1166.4, 1179.7]: The clerk was instructed to write mister Ray Lambert a letter of thanks for
the stone and the time he spent on the cemetery the day that mister Joseph Mann was buried, and
also thank him for many favors he had done to his
[1180.0, 1180.9]: for the city.
[1181.1, 1201.1]: Also, the clerk was instructed to write Mr. J. O. Cohen, County Commissioner,
a letter of thanks for works he had done recently in our little city. Upon a motion by Perry G.
Foster and seconded by AP Ward and carried by a vote of council requiring all citizens to have
garbage can with a lid and designated
[1201.1, 1211.2]: place for it to be located. Also requiring citizens who have livestock of any
kind such as hogs, cows, chickens, ducks, geese, dogs, or any other.
[1212.8, 1213.7]: Next page.
[1219.2, 1220.0]: The letter?
[1230.6, 1232.4]: Well, it didn't say a street.
[1236.7, 1238.2]: Come to the mic.
[1241.6, 1261.6]: But I mean, there's a street named Lee Street, so it could very well be
after, but it doesn't say that in the minutes. There's no significant, and there's no real
indication that it was actually named specifically for Lee Street, but that is the oral history
of the city of Stockbridge that it was, that was him.
[1261.5, 1281.5]: We've got that from other places online, but it was not something that we
could. Where did you get it from? There are a couple of websites that we were able to find
where they're talking about the Oriolph history and the oral history of it, but we couldn't put
that here because it's something that's not citable. And because what we have to do, we have to
put here what...
[1281.5, 1295.0]: We can prove. So to confirm, you're basically saying Lee Street is not named
after anyone. It's just Lee Street. Yes, this is the history. And this is the closest reference
to Lee Street and its association with the name Lee.
[1296.8, 1308.6]: I'll tell you, Michael. There is no, there is no statement. That's the first
day that Lee Street became a postal. That's the first mention of it in the city of Stockbridge
meeting minutes, Lee Street, it's not in 1949.



[1308.9, 1328.9]: immediately after this yes no this is actually prior to this because this was
noted in 1942 i mean 1952 he died he died february 3rd 1952 he was still in office when he
passed away lee street was in it was an active street prior to his prior to his uh prior to him
being becoming deceased as well
[1328.9, 1335.8]: But it's assumed that it's his name, it's named after his family and himself
because of all the dedication and hard work he did to the city.
[1336.7, 1340.8]: Thank you. Any other questions from Council? Yes. Go ahead. So if I could,
please.
[1341.4, 1361.4]: In situations like this, emotions are high. We got to have facts. We can't
have you come to the podium and definitively say something and we don't have the facts. We have
to do that because what we based this on was the previous clerk, Miss Holiday, had done that.
[1361.4, 1381.4]: the research and told us once we were trying to change a bunch of Confederate
names in the city, this was one of them. But it's not the only reason that we want to change
the name. It's because of the legacy and the dynamic history that we're trying to do. But what
I'm trying to say to you is, please, when you come to that microphone, we got...
[1381.3, 1401.3]: charged emotions in here. We got to have the facts. What you just stated as
fact to us right now was not fact. And what we need to operate now here is on facts. Because
what you stated was the staff has discovered that, and that is the fact. That is not the fact.
[1401.2, 1405.0]: And then what I don't want us to do.
[1405.6, 1420.6]: is to rely on Wikipedia where anybody can put data into there and then oral
history where someone could say this, that or the other. Let's rely on the facts because
motions are charged. Thank you, Mayor. Thank you, Councillor Barbara.
[1421.2, 1430.2]: Thank you, Mayor. Lee Street, North and South Lee Street is within the City
Council district that I represent.
[1430.4, 1437.1]: I wanted to make it clear for the record, this is not an initiative that I
brought forward.
[1438.2, 1442.4]: This is not a priority of City Council District 4.
[1443.1, 1444.8]: This was an idea.
[1445.0, 1447.7]: that Mayor ProTiM Alexander brought forward.
[1448.1, 1449.2]: We now know.
[1449.7, 1454.4]: It is not a fact that Lee Street is named after the Confederate general.
[1455.1, 1455.9]: We have.
[1456.2, 1457.2]: Thanks.
[1457.8, 1459.0]: right in front of us.
[1459.5, 1462.4]: What I ask my councilmates is to please
[1463.0, 1467.6]: Please show compassion as this is a very sensitive.
[1468.2, 1471.7]: Topic for those who have rich history here.
[1472.6, 1475.2]: I ask my councilmates to please keep in mind.
[1475.6, 1478.2]: We must preserve our city's history.
[1478.7, 1479.5]: Get in bed.
[1480.4, 1482.6]: I do not support the renaming.
[1483.0, 1484.8]: of Lee Street at this time.
[1485.7, 1490.5]: Not because I don't support renaming it in the future.
[1491.9, 1493.1]: Our city has been
[1493.3, 1498.4]: Needs a thorough and robust strategic plan on how we will grow.
[1498.8, 1501.8]: and reimagine the future of our downtown.
[1502.1, 1508.2]: It seems like there are ideas that are just being thrown against the wall and
it's just fragmented.
[1508.4, 1512.5]: I would much rather for the Council to task staff
[1513.0, 1514.4]: We're bringing back to us.
[1514.8, 1515.8]: A real
[1516.1, 1516.8]: This is it.
[1517.2, 1523.2]: on how we will develop and reimagine our downtown, changing a street name



[1523.7, 1526.4]: It's just not.
[1527.3, 1531.0]: something that we should be gung ho about right now.
[1531.6, 1534.6]: We're going against the desires and concerns.
[1535.0, 1540.0]: by approving this of the residents who have expressed their concerns here.
[1541.7, 1542.2]: So.
[1542.6, 1546.5]: Those are points that I want my councilmates to consider.
[1546.8, 1557.4]: I will not be in support of this. And what else I want to make for the
record? I believe staff, city staff, initially...
[1557.7, 1565.5]: Well, they brought us back the research. I believe the Downtown Development
Authority Board are also one of those who are driving this request.
[1566.2, 1570.1]: All of our city's boards and committees are recommending boards.
[1571.4, 1574.2]: The governing body makes the final decisions.
[1580.0, 1591.3]: Is that all Council Barber? No, one more. Okay, so our city already has a MLK
street. I don't want there to be another MLK street.
[1591.6, 1592.4]: Naming
[1592.6, 1593.6]: of a street.
[1593.8, 1595.0]: in my district.
[1595.5, 1598.9]: I am hopeful that my councilmates will be respectful.
[1599.8, 1603.4]: I am duly elected to represent this district.
[1604.1, 1609.6]: As you can see, there are homeowners and other stakeholders who are here who
are upset.
[1610.9, 1614.7]: This is a very sensitive topic, so I ask you all to please
[1615.1, 1617.2]: Please let's table this.
[1617.8, 1633.7]: So that we can have a broader discussion on how we will reimagine our
downtown. Thank you. Thank you. I'm going to have I see your hand, sir. When I open up public
comments, you all can then speak. I'm going to let Council McGahn finish her comments and I'm
going to let you finish your presentation. Okay? Okay. Thank you.
[1634.6, 1635.2]: So.
[1636.0, 1638.6]: I don't see where...
[1639.2, 1658.0]: There was any mention of naming Lee Street after Lee's or the mayor Lee
Street. There might need to be some. We need to do some research and history on mayors and
people anyway. What I've noticed is when I do a lot of research, it's kind of hard. We really
don't have.
[1658.5, 1664.0]: I remember Mike Moon did some research at one point. I remember a couple of
people
[1664.2, 1669.1]: having research done, but we really don't have anything concrete like a real
history.
[1669.5, 1682.4]: a book or anything about about Stockbridge that we can just go off of. My one
of my one of and we may but I'll if they do, you can let me know but I one of my things that
um.
[1683.8, 1687.1]: One of the things I want to clarify is that was stated.
[1688.0, 1703.2]: I'm not, I wasn't in support of changing the name of Lee Street because it
was supposedly Confederate. Nobody told me that. I wasn't, that wasn't it. I didn't think of it
as a Confederate street. It was just called Lee Street.
[1703.5, 1705.5]: Right? People are removing.
[1706.1, 1714.6]: Statue, Confederate statues or whatever they're moving, that's that's a
different topic. That wasn't my thought process.
[1715.0, 1720.2]: So, Wayne, with all due respect, Wayne Council member's opinion of the
street.
[1720.5, 1740.5]: isn't everybody's opinion of the street. I was only saying, okay, we can
honor Martin Luther King, Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on a STEM school street or we
can, you know, honor a scientist or whomever because there's not a lot of houses on the street
and not a lot of businesses.



[1740.4, 1744.6]: on the street. And at the time, I honestly...
[1745.1, 1762.5]: In 2023, I thought Pinehurst was put up for sale. And I looked on there and
it says it's still up for sale. So, and it wasn't being operated. So I was like, you know what?
There's not a lot of businesses or anything being affected.
[1762.9, 1765.2]: Not that it was anything to do with.
[1765.7, 1772.5]: A confederate or Yankee or whatever you want to say, that wasn't my thought
process.
[1772.7, 1776.9]: I so I just want you guys to know that it was.
[1777.5, 1780.4]: It it wasn't about that. It's more so about.
[1781.8, 1785.1]: Attracting people to downtown, creating a history and a narrative.
[1786.2, 1790.7]: talking about some of the things that we had to do in order to get that
history and narrative here.
[1791.3, 1811.3]: Pastor Mike Moon actually was one of the people who spearheaded the
councilman Alfonso Thomas. And they didn't do it here in City Hall. They did it over in Berk
Street at 107 Berk Street at my old law firm. We were in the conference room trying to figure
out and speak with the King family to keep everything on a hush because some people didn't want
people to know that Daddy King originated.
[1811.3, 1817.1]: originated or was born and raised here in Stockbridge. I was in the test
station today. I was actually here.
[1818.2, 1820.0]: It wasn't. It wasn't.
[1820.7, 1831.3]: Me, it wasn't, it was Mike Moon, Pastor Mike Moon, and oh God, I wouldn't
have thought of his name right then, his cousin.
[1832.6, 1842.4]: What's his cousin name? Alfred was there. Alfonso Thomas was there. Sam.
[1843.8, 1845.0]: Um...
[1845.5, 1857.5]: Seb, there were quite a few. So it, this has nothing to do with that. It's
all about creating a tourist place for the birth, the birth, the father of the child.
[1857.8, 1874.7]: Daddy King and his family. That's what we were trying to create along with
that thing in my head. So I just want you guys to know that. And I'm looking over here based
off of it kind of skips and jumps the minutes. It didn't even say what they actually did
besides giving a letter.
[1875.2, 1894.1]: of recognition for what was done, but it didn't say, but the street was
already here. Lee Street was still there. I don't know if the, if Roberts, it would be
interesting to know if he lived on that street, right? But, but I, and just you can tell me in
the minute public comments.
[1894.6, 1895.2]: But...
[1896.0, 1916.0]: Just know that this has nothing to do with Confederate soldiers, Timmy. Once
we put the legal ad out and sent out the public notification, we received several calls from
residents stating that the street was named after the former mayor. And staff tried hard to
research to find.
[1915.9, 1927.5]: That exact information. But we felt for the sake of transparency that that
could be a possibility. So we included that information in this presentation. That there was a
former mayor named Lee.
[1927.9, 1934.4]: In the city of Style Group. He's probably a former mayor named Maze and
Argent or whoever, but that doesn't mean they're named after me.
[1934.8, 1954.8]: That's true. Like, these are common names. Like, you have to give me
something else. Burke. I need some history. Like, we know Strickland, you know, I'm just saying
there has to be some more. There's no art. Normally, a street named after a person has their...
[1954.8, 1957.4]: their full name or their initials, right?
[1957.7, 1960.2]: It'll be RE Lee.
[1960.4, 1961.1]: Or
[1961.6, 1972.0]: um elegant make sure y'all do my whole initial car i'm wondering about
sending that mine but what i'm saying to you is and i use that to you know judy neal
[1972.5, 1978.4]: Right. It would have or Jay Neil. It would have something that indicated
that 



that's what it's for. This is common.
[1979.6, 1980.3]: It was right.
[1980.6, 1981.8]: A. Ford.
[1982.1, 1983.9]: AS4. I mean...
[1984.5, 1985.7]: That's what it would do.
[1986.1, 1987.2]: We're talking about...
[1987.7, 1991.2]: You're we're grasping for straws and I'm getting a little upset.
[1993.4, 1993.9]: So.
[1994.4, 2004.7]: Let me I'm going to allow you to finish your presentation mr. Anthony that's
it okay you're done yeah any other okay I have two questions yeah I'll pass it over to
councilman McCloud and then back to councilman Bear go ahead sir
[2006.7, 2020.0]: Yep, so just for clarification purposes, the mayor who we feel like, or what,
sorry, who we feel like, that we're speaking of.
[2021.2, 2035.5]: passed away after our first record of research that the Lee Street was named,
right? Did I ask that correctly? Yes. Okay. So for the public to hear this,
[2036.6, 2040.5]: I guess in the time period of this research, did we exhaust?
[2041.3, 2045.0]: all the measures that we could to validate
[2046.2, 2048.1]: this this street
[2048.4, 2068.4]: Well, we put it in there. I mean, we're not saying that it was named after
him. We're saying that there is a possibility. We're saying we couldn't find anything that was
named after General Robert L.D. So we just put that this information, we include this
information in this presentation for the sake of transparency because we got several calls from
residents.
[2068.3, 2087.5]: stating that it was named after the former mayor staff did research trying to
find that information and we did the best we could and we found what we did. So we included in
the presentation just to bring that up to the council for the sake of transparency. So the
biggest part of that was that we exhausted the measures that we could to do that research. Yes,
we did the best we could, yes.
[2088.3, 2098.2]: Is Lee Street the original name for the street? It first appeared in 1949, so
I'm not sure we can't find any research indicating that it had a previous name.
[2098.4, 2118.4]: Thank you, sir. Mr. Bear. Yeah, thank you first of all to everybody who's and
your patience and and I know we got a lot of you know personal connections to this as it as it
should for those who live here and not. I think the point of this is is that when the history
is being debated and discussed that we we really owe ourselves
[2118.3, 2132.2]: to do the due diligence to make sure that we have the history correct. When
you look at General Robert E. Lee or any Confederate general, but him in particularly, he
passed in 1870.
[2132.5, 2152.5]: 1870 this this street began in 49 which is no no it is 1949 no that's the
first mention well the first mention of it is in 49 let me finish let me finish and and so
[2152.5, 2156.0]: based in the city itself started in 1920.
[2158.3, 2159.3]: 1920.
[2160.2, 2174.6]: which is 50 years after the death of General Robert E. Lee as well. I'm not
saying either side is factual or incorrect, but what I do know is we don't have enough
information to say one side or the other is correct or wrong.
[2174.9, 2180.7]: And when you don't have that information and a lot of times with our history
in the South, period, it's verbal.
[2181.1, 2201.1]: It's we didn't write a lot of stuff down. It was passed along word of mouth.
It was storytold. It was, you know, generational conversations. And so with these wide gaps,
right, you have a Confederate general who died in 1870. You have a city that began in 1920. You
have a road that began.
[2201.1, 2221.1]: another 30 years after that in 19, around 1950. These are huge gaps. These
are huge gaps that we can't account for. And we have a responsibility to get to the bottom of
it as best as we can. I don't think we're going to do it tonight. I don't think we have the 



ability to do it tonight, but I do.
[2221.0, 2236.0]: know we owe the citizens who live on this street the business owners who who
work on this street uh there's too much of a discrepancy for us to be able to make a decision
tonight we need to do the right thing and do more information and more fact finding and more
digging
[2237.1, 2238.0]: Yeah, so.
[2239.4, 2240.9]: One more question from Council.
[2241.3, 2243.4]: It's not a question, Mayor. I want to make a motion.
[2244.1, 2261.4]: Motion? Why do I need to open up public comments? At this time, I'll now open
up public comments for constituents or members in the audience who are in favor of the name
change to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Way. Please come forward. State your name and address,
please.
[2267.1, 2287.1]: Anthony 4708, Lily Glynn Lane, of course right here in Starbridge. And I know
it's March 9th. My previous comments said it's a wrong date. I will tell you, in my last 12
years of my life, as I traveled around the state, whether it's Atlanta Metro area, around the
state, even people outside the state, I talked to one who lives in Starbridge, and I mentioned
about the ancestral home of the King family. They don't know. They didn't realize it. A lot of
folks.
[2287.0, 2307.0]: don't realize even African Americans or other diverse communities don't
realize that. So I think it's great that we embrace that ancestral piece of this particular
city and the King legacy. Now, obviously, we have Martin Luther, excuse me, Martin Luther King
Senior Heritage Trail on the west side of our downtown area. Once approved, if this is
approved, this would be Martin Luther King Jr.
[2306.9, 2326.9]: your way on the east side. And we're looking at developing a downtown area
itself so you have both these wonderful men of the king legacy on both sides of the downtown
area. Now, actually, I will say to you, I'm thinking that you have, if it's approved, you have
the amphitheater right there. You have a courthouse, a police headquarters.
[2326.9, 2346.9]: If you go further down, then you'll have the new STEM school right adjacent
to this. I'm assuming this will go all the way to Rock Croy Road. If that's the case, both of
these gentlemen's street names, if approved, would touch Rock Croy Road, which also connects to
the legacy of the King family because Daddy King's father, as I understand, worked.
[2346.8, 2366.8]: to Rock Quarry many many years ago well over 100 years years or so ago. I
will tell you that this is a way to continue to market the city for its growth for historical
aspect upon improvement. Now there were suggestions made earlier about maybe having a plaque or
something at both ends. That's something for you all to think about if you want to do that.
[2366.8, 2386.8]: approved maybe you think about the compensation for the residents on the
street in reference to the type of name change or type of things they have to do in reference
to whatever personally and that aspect that's something to think about if that's if that's
legal if you can do that and it might be help out the situation on that note thank you for
listening god bless you and once again stockbridge where community connects thank you so much
mr fork may pro team you here
[2386.7, 2387.4]: You had to add something.
[2387.7, 2407.7]: Yeah, let me just say this real quick. I certainly appreciate everybody in
the time. I appreciate everything that we've had conversations to go over this. But the one
thing that we haven't talked about, and I'm glad you came to the mic, Mayor, was the actual
vision. The vision came from the DDA.
[2407.6, 2427.6]: What the plan includes is right by the police department, you have Municipal
Park. Municipal Park now, for some reason, has a Statue of Liberty in the middle of it, right?
I'm not sure why that decision was made. We have taken it upon ourselves in a DDA.
[2427.6, 2447.6]: will be sending forward a resolution to the city council to put a statue of
Daddy King at that location and to change that location usage to so every day when students
come to the STEM school they will pass by the statue of Martin Luther King Sr. every single
day.



[2447.5, 2467.5]: And when people traverse the city of Stockbridge, they'll cross over Martin
Luther King's Senior Heritage, and they will pass by Martin Luther King Jr. Book Away, and they
would not be able to pass it without seeing the statue of Daddy King right there, right across
from the Justice Center, right across from the Police Department.
[2467.4, 2487.4]: symbolically creating a vision of justice. Now we've been in conversations
with the STEM school so that we would have, and I want to make this quick, that we will have a
multi-use trail that runs along the railroad tracks between Martin Luther King Way and then
Martin Luther King.
[2487.4, 2507.4]: Senior Heritage Trail connecting the King legacy where you will have the
statue connected to Floyd Chapel Baptist Church where people can actually walk the trail
between the statue, the STEM school, and Floyd Chapel Baptist Church. That is the vision.
[2507.3, 2527.3]: And as Ms. Gantz said, that wasn't the only reason that we were changing it.
We were changing it because of the symbolic STEM school coming up. And certainly, we wanted to
have that be the branding of downtown. And as the mayor has indicated, and I'm closing in 15
seconds, we will have Martin Luther King, Jr. Way on one.
[2527.3, 2547.3]: side you will have Martin Luther King Senior Heritage on the other side and
this will be a location like none other because some of the times they put it in undesirable
areas but this will be the best Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard way in the country with a$70
million STEM school on one side and the amphitheater
[2547.2, 2565.0]: or on the other side. We're putting it in the best area in the city, not
necessarily a depressed or necessarily diverse area. Thank you. Anyone else wants to speak in
favor of the name change? Final call for anyone who wants to speak in favor. Anyone that would
like to speak oppose?
[2566.1, 2570.4]: Okay, come up. State your name and address, please.
[2572.6, 2579.2]: Desmo, 111 Bryant Street. This is from the Henry County Weekly in 1900.
[2580.0, 2581.2]: Ah, there was a function.
[2581.5, 2595.1]: Those present were Melissa Edna Hightower, Mary Hightower, Lily Clark, Ruth
Upchurch, Annie Lee, Annie Ellis, Mesters, R. Walter Hightower, Ben Hightower, Homer Harold,
Richard Lee, and Oliver Ellis.
[2596.2, 2598.9]: From the Henry County Weekly in.
[2600.7, 2601.5]: 1880.
[2602.9, 2606.1]: Dr. Hightower is riding all night and day and says
[2606.7, 2609.1]: He has more calls than he can attend.
[2610.4, 2613.0]: Hightower and Lee together.
[2613.6, 2624.7]: have a nice assortment of dry goods and groceries which they will sell cheap
for cash and for good notice. Now, one note, the Hightower house was 117 East Atlanta.
[2625.8, 2626.8]: Oh.
[2628.6, 2642.0]: Now, the oldest history comes from 1921. It's written by mister AZ Harris
about Old Zoar Church. The church, one among the first in the county, was located five miles
north of McDonough on the McDonough Atlanta Road. That's East Atlanta now.
[2642.2, 2645.6]: The church was organized about 1835.
[2645.7, 2651.6]: One acre of land was deeded to the trustees Matthew Gilbert, Benjamin Crabb
and Alan E. Johnson by Ownsby.
[2651.9, 2660.5]: And the preacher in charge at the time was Abe Dorman. The writer attended
the school attended school at this place in the fifties, eighteen fifty.
[2662.5, 2666.3]: with some prominent young men. Among them was Dr. Raleigh Hantower.
[2666.7, 2671.9]: Hydro Hospital, BS Elliot, Silas Walker, Chick Spears, Silas and Robert
Ogleby.
[2672.3, 2674.1]: All of these have passed over the river.
[2675.3, 2685.2]: Some of the pretty and attractive girls of the day who attend school were
Miss Sis Smith, Miss Tommy Glass, that's both Sheriff Glass' sisters or aunts or great-
grandmothers.
[2686.0, 2691.6]: Miss Missouri Glass, Miss Jenny Walker, in 1884 ZOR charge was moved to 



flipping.
[2691.9, 2694.3]: where it still remains in the dog breed circuit.
[2695.4, 2702.3]: Um, I probably do not have time to find.
[2703.7, 2705.9]: The other one, bear with me, please.
[2708.8, 2710.5]: Executive Sale.
[2711.0, 2726.9]: One house and lot in the town of Stockbridge, said state and county
containing one half acre more or less, bounded north by a lot of JT May, east by Thurman Askew,
south by Miss Sally Lott, west by Lee Street.
[2728.6, 2731.1]: West by Lee Street, nineteen eighteen.
[2732.8, 2752.8]: Also vacant lot fronting 50 feet on and it doesn't say the street bounded
north by a lot of JW High Tower, east by a lot of Miss Pearl King, south by a lot of MPLE, west
by, south by a lot of MPLE, west by streets sold for purpose of distribution.
[2752.8, 2756.4]: 1879.
[2759.6, 2779.6]: All persons hereby notified that four weeks after the date, application will
be made to the court ordinary in Henry County for leave to sell certain mill property to Witt
Lee's Mill, situated lying and being in the original 12th district of said county, the same
being a portion of a lot of land said district upon which now resides one James Gilbert,
belonging to the state of
[2779.5, 2782.4]: Samuel Lee, 1879.
[2782.5, 2785.0]: Thank you. That's your time. Thank you so much.
[2785.8, 2787.6]: Any other comments against?
[2792.6, 2794.1]: Name and address, please.
[2795.5, 2810.0]: Brandon Dubs, 118, Lake Terrace. The place of business that we have that's on
Lee Street. I think it's like one of the only places of business besides the concrete place
that's over there on that side.
[2810.5, 2812.3]: The forest is a place of business.
[2812.8, 2814.2]: From our understanding,
[2815.0, 2817.5]: It's one of the oldest houses in Stockbridge.
[2818.8, 2821.7]: Mrs. Lee was a teacher at Stockbridge.
[2822.5, 2823.7]: She lived in that house.
[2824.1, 2825.0]: Her husband,
[2825.4, 2826.3]: raise cattle.
[2826.7, 2827.7]: in that house.
[2827.9, 2838.3]: Believe it or not, when we took and brought all that place down and tried to
remodel it, there was big barns out there and it was a pasture right over next to where that
apartment was.
[2839.2, 2844.7]: Yeah, apparently he died in the field. I'm assuming that is the same Lee.
[2845.0, 2851.8]: But the coincidence of the Lee, who we're talking about, that was the mayor
that did all these things that helped.
[2852.6, 2856.8]: brings Stockbridge into the fine feature it is now.
[2857.8, 2860.9]: There might be a consideration to look into it a little bit more, I would
say.
[2861.2, 2881.2]: I did a title search and I didn't see that being the same name, Lee. But go
ahead. Like I was trying to pull stuff too. I'm not trying to knock it. I just couldn't find
it. If somebody can find it, find it. I'm sorry. Go ahead. Yeah, that was the impression that
we had. And that was the impression as far as like his wife had taught school there forever.
[2881.2, 2881.7]: burn.
[2882.2, 2902.2]: We'd ran into people that had dealt with her and how she used to raise dogs
there and all this kind of stuff. And I don't know. But anyway, like you were saying, maybe
it's a little more consideration to find out if the facts are the facts before any big decision
has been made. And I am excited about the STEM school. I hope it's good for everybody in the
community.
[2902.1, 2906.4]: Yeah, right. Thank you. Any other comments against? Final call again. Come 



on, sir.
[2909.3, 2912.8]: Mirror. One second. Okay, let me finish. I got all my mega-map.
[2913.1, 2915.1]: So.
[2916.3, 2918.7]: Chuck Tubbs 108 South Lee Street.
[2919.2, 2922.7]: You had a question about the authenticity of the address.
[2923.8, 2928.3]: The information I read to you was done by Steve Cash.
[2928.8, 2931.3]: who used to be involved in the city council here.
[2932.8, 2936.3]: These minutes are taken from the City Council meeting.
[2937.9, 2939.4]: that he was named
[2940.1, 2940.8]: Mayor
[2941.2, 2943.0]: and the street was named after him.
[2943.4, 2945.2]: It was a dirt road at first.
[2946.1, 2947.4]: And then they paved it.
[2949.0, 2950.2]: So it's his street.
[2952.9, 2953.5]: Okay.
[2954.0, 2958.5]: Thank you so much, sir. There's no question as to them being named after him.
[2959.3, 2962.6]: None. Council meetings. That's where it came from.
[2963.3, 2966.2]: Right? Thank you. And now I'll ask you a question.
[2967.6, 2970.9]: Why Martin Luther King, you address me.
[2971.1, 2972.1]: I'm sorry, thank you.
[2972.6, 2975.2]: Yeah, why Martin Luther King Jr.?
[2975.4, 2977.2]: Why not Patrick Henry?
[2979.7, 2986.1]: We'll. We'll. Why? Tell me why. My question is, answer my question.
[2986.3, 2988.2]: Why Martin Luther King Jr.?
[2988.9, 3003.7]: Well, you give us all your questions and then we'll answer when your remarks
are over because you're on a timer. So we want to give you as much time as possible to say all
you don't need any more time. I just wanted that question. Why? He'll answer it when I
recognize him. Thank you, sir. Okay. Go ahead, Mayor Pro Tim.
[3005.0, 3008.5]: Close the public hearing. What's the time?
[3010.8, 3014.1]: Okay, I have one more public mention against.
[3017.6, 3019.4]: Got you why? I just knew why.
[3020.5, 3021.3]: I wanted to.
[3025.0, 3029.2]: Marvin Gross, 115 North Lee Street, Stockbridge.
[3030.8, 3033.8]: I'm hearing some conversation about.
[3035.1, 3055.1]: maybe negatively about MLK being the name. I don't know that that should be
the reason. I mean, you know, the Kings, I mean, obviously they're honored, you know, not just
in Stockbridge, but as a national holiday. I mean, you know, he did a lot of great.
[3055.0, 3055.7]: great things.
[3056.0, 3056.9]: That's obvious.
[3057.9, 3058.8]: The lays.
[3059.1, 3060.5]: and high towers and
[3060.8, 3067.7]: Lots of others in Stockbridge did a lot of great things for Stockbridge, not
for the world, but for Stockbridge.
[3068.2, 3068.8]: Um
[3069.4, 3071.6]: One of the leys, and I don't know the name.
[3072.2, 3078.3]: But, you know, was very instrumental about bringing the electricity and the
water here.
[3078.5, 3080.1]: Which obviously is very important.
[3080.6, 3095.9]: The street that we're talking about on Northleach Street, it got paved in
1968, I believe. Seven or eight, I'm not sure. Because it was a dirt road when I was, to begin
with. And it was muddy a lot.
[3096.3, 3099.7]: I can guarantee it played in it, so I know.
[3100.2, 3100.7]: Oh.



[3101.2, 3101.7]: But
[3102.3, 3104.7]: Again, I don't want it changed to nothing.
[3105.3, 3109.4]: just leave it the same. And everything you said somebody said about
[3109.9, 3116.6]: The statue, the change in this, whatever's up there now and all that. That
sounds really good. I mean, I I'm not against that.
[3117.1, 3125.9]: I just don't want to change the names of the streets through there because
it's been that way for so long and it just will affect us. That's all.
[3126.3, 3127.4]: I just...
[3127.8, 3131.5]: And the kids and all that, I mean, obviously, they're going to be affected by
[3131.7, 3138.6]: where they go to school and the people around them and the statue and
everything Stockbridge is trying to do, I understand.
[3139.1, 3140.8]: But I just don't see why we have to.
[3141.1, 3141.9]: Eliminate
[3142.5, 3144.6]: That part of our history.
[3144.8, 3146.3]: here in Stockbridge.
[3146.6, 3147.1]: Thank you all.
[3147.8, 3149.9]: All right, thank you. I've now closed the public hearing.
[3151.2, 3153.9]: Going into a few more council remarks. Go ahead, Mayor Prote.
[3154.3, 3174.3]: Let me just say this. You know, certainly it's been eye-opening to see this.
We've had a mention of the street in 1918, long before we got to this point. We've had a
mention of the street in 1800. So obviously the staff did some research on this.
[3174.2, 3194.2]: and we need to do some additional research because if the street existed in
1918 or it existed in 18 such and such then obviously this was long before we got to the point
where we were we noticed this notation in in the street and certainly
[3194.1, 3214.1]: let's just say Dr. King is fitting of honor in any city, on any street,
anywhere in America at any time. And certainly this particular situation that we have here, and
we can't not be cognizant and not understanding that, you know, a lot of
[3214.1, 3234.1]: of things happened during that time and certainly if the street existed in
1918 or existed in 1875 1800 so there's some pre-existing stuff there and it's actually older
than the city indicated that it is so
[3234.0, 3254.0]: The public hearing is now closed as we have indicated and Councilman Berry as
has indicated that we need some additional research and I think that might be fitting at this
point is that we give we charge the I make a motion to charge the staff. Mayor, I have a few
more questions.
[3254.0, 3255.0]: from council.
[3255.3, 3258.2]: Good afternoon, Mayor and Councilman and Constituent Stop Rit.
[3259.5, 3260.2]: You're good, sir.
[3260.9, 3271.0]: My name is Willie Carter. I want to pose this new street name change due to
the fact we already have Martin Luther King Heritage Trail.
[3271.3, 3272.1]: Oh.
[3273.1, 3280.0]: Also the community which has been for the past decade, at least within a
decade, underprivileged.
[3280.5, 3286.0]: area and changing the name to a way seems like you just
[3286.4, 3289.5]: cracking two eggs to make an omelette to deflect.
[3289.6, 3292.6]: and bring up on a new name so
[3293.8, 3295.8]: I would think it should stay Lee Street.
[3296.5, 3302.4]: And Martin Luther King Trails Way, the state Martin Luther King Trails Way.
Thank you very much.
[3303.5, 3304.4]: Thank you, sir.
[3305.1, 3305.9]: Madam Clerk.
[3306.7, 3307.8]: Anthony Ford.
[3317.6, 3326.9]: Anthony Ford, 708, Lily Glenn Lane, here right in Stockbridge. Good evening,
Mayor and Council. And bottom line up front, I'm in favor of the street change from Lee Street 



to Dr. Martin Luther King.
[3327.3, 3335.1]: Now let me tell you why. Obviously, we do have a Martin Luther King Senior
Heritage Trail on the east side of downtown.
[3335.5, 3355.5]: This, once you approve it, if that's the case, it'd be on the west side.
We're looking at redeveloping the downtown area. So you'll have the downtown developed between
these two streets. And both of these streets, as I said last month when I came before you,
swing around and connect with Rock Croix Road, which is a main thoroughfare. And also, the
legacy of the King family here in Starbridge is very...
[3355.5, 3367.8]: significant in this aspect as well. And obviously Dr. King's grandfather,
Daddy King's father, has connections to Rock Quarry because he, as I understand, worked at the
quarry right down the street as well.
[3368.9, 3388.9]: And obviously, if you approve this, it'll swing by the backside of our
amphitheater and it'll be close by the actual courthouse, swing by the police station and
actually go right by our STEM school and then connect into Rockway Road. I will tell you, I
have a personal, I'm pretty sure none of us ever...
[3388.8, 3391.9]: met both Daddy King or Dr. Martin Luther King.
[3392.1, 3398.0]: But obviously you read a lot of things about what they've done for society,
for the state of Georgia, for a country in this aspect as well.
[3398.7, 3418.7]: I have a personal connection with Dr. King. He and I happen to be members of
the same collegiate fraternity, Alpha File Fraternity Incorporated. And he's one of our most
famous brothers in that fraternity. We have a lot of famous brothers, great brothers, and he's
one of them in that aspect. So I have a personal connection to that, and I like to, since I'm a
resident of Starbucks, I like to see this particular change. Besides that,
[3418.6, 3426.5]: I would also tell you that I would think that even though Councilman Thomas
is not here with us, with the good Lord.
[3427.1, 3434.6]: I would think that if he was present, he would also look to approve, and my
humble, common type of opinion would want to approve this as well.
[3434.9, 3440.5]: And if that is the case and that you do that, I know he'll be smiling down
and say, good job in this aspect as well.
[3441.1, 3461.1]: Another thing I'd like to mention to you, if you decide to change it to
Martin Luther King way, I make a recommendation that you actually put doctor in front of that
in that aspect as well, because that's what everybody addresses him, per se, professionally in
our country and in the course of the world itself. I think it'll be a good thing, and actually,
if this happens, if you approve this,
[3461.0, 3481.0]: I'm pretty sure that Starbridge would probably be the only city in our
country, I bet you, that would have both father and son on both sides of the downtown area
where you redevelop. I'm pretty sure I haven't researched this, but I just bet you that there
are other relatives, father, sons, mother, daughters, or whatever the case may be, cities that
have names of people in those cities across the country.
[3481.0, 3485.0]: somewhere. I'm pretty sure that probably exists. Thank you for your time.
[3485.2, 3488.8]: God bless you all. And Starbridge is where community connects.
[3490.5, 3492.3]: Madam Clerk, who's the next person?
[3492.8, 3493.7]: Judy Neil
[3502.3, 3515.0]: Hello, my name is Judy Neal and I live at 174 Eagles Club Drive in
Stockbridge. I too am here to speak up in opposition to changing the name.
[3515.1, 3530.0]: It absolutely has nothing to do with what you want to change it to, except
the people that own a business across the street. I don't think anybody really stopped to think
that they have weddings and
[3530.2, 3550.2]: We don't have any idea how long it would take to change this on the Google
Map. It's pretty easy to go online and make that request, but it tells you clearly there's no
guarantee of how long it will take. And I think you've seen that a lot of people in the
community are very respectful.
[3550.1, 3570.1]: of the Lee family and all the things that they did for Stockbridge. And it's 



not that anybody's opposed to Dr. Martin Luther King, but it's the Lee family in Stockbridge,
Georgia that made a tremendous difference. And we would like, I would like to join with the
others.
[3570.1, 3590.1]: the gentlemen and the owners of Pinehurst catering facility to ask you to be
respectful. And also, to my knowledge, there was no fiscal note attached to the idea of buying
a statue and putting it in the park. And without a fiscal note, we don't have any...
[3590.0, 3593.5]: idea. But I will tell you that in McDonough
[3594.4, 3614.4]: when the Patrick Henry statue was built and designed and built and put in the
at the courthouse, that was about$95,000 for that statue. And in today's money, if you run the
numbers, it's over$130,000.
[3614.4, 3627.0]: And when we already owe millions of dollars in Stockbridge, the city owes
millions of dollars. I think it is very foolish to get on a tangent.
[3627.3, 3640.9]: And I use that word kind of selectively about why would we want to just do
something that the citizens are against? It's going to cost us money that we don't have right
now.
[3641.7, 3650.9]: And so I would just like to ask on behalf of all that are in opposition to
please just put this on a back burner for a while.
[3651.6, 3664.1]: And let's give the Henry County School System the opportunity to bring forth
something that will put us on the map. Changing the name of a street is not going to put us on
the map.
[3664.6, 3679.9]: But what these people are doing for Henry County will put us on the map in
Stockbridge. So let's respect them and let them get the joy out of doing what they're doing
with that little war going on over what we're going to name the street. Thank you so much.
[3680.3, 3681.3]: Thank you so much.
[3682.7, 3684.3]: And our final comment for the evening.
[3684.5, 3685.8]: Charles Marshall
[3694.6, 3702.3]: Charles, excuse me. Charles Marshall, 140 Somerset Hills, McDonough, Georgia,
which is in the city limits of Stockbridge.
[3703.0, 3705.1]: Mayor Williams and Council members.
[3705.4, 3712.1]: And congratulations to you, Mayor Williams, and to Council Member McCloud for
being newly elected to the Stockbridge City Government.
[3712.7, 3716.3]: My comments tonight are short but focuses on the community's support.
[3717.0, 3721.4]: for the street renaming of Lee Street to Martin Luther King Jr. Wade.
[3722.5, 3725.0]: Street Wheat renaming is nothing unique.
[3725.8, 3729.9]: but often follow similar patterns, sometimes honoring national figures.
[3730.4, 3732.6]: or just following some logical system.
[3733.8, 3737.5]: There had been an uncountable number of streets renamed in this country.
[3738.4, 3742.6]: And as we continue to celebrate and give recognition to the many great
Americans.
[3742.9, 3743.9]: that we celebrate.
[3745.0, 3747.4]: The Martin Luther King family is no exception.
[3748.7, 3756.9]: There have been 955 streets named or renamed after MLK spanning over 41
states in this country.
[3757.5, 3760.1]: and a thousand other places worldwide.
[3760.9, 3765.0]: MLK Sr., better known as Daddy King, brought us Martin Luther King Jr.
[3765.6, 3766.8]: And as we know,
[3767.5, 3769.6]: has great history here in our city.
[3770.4, 3776.4]: Consequently, we changed the name of North Berry Street to Martin Luther King
Senior Heritage Trail.
[3776.7, 3778.2]: in honor of that name.
[3779.2, 3783.3]: And now we have an opportunity to give honor to a more in a more public way.
[3783.7, 3784.8]: to the legacy
[3785.2, 3786.0]: of his son.



[3787.1, 3791.0]: We now have an opportunity to reflect on the name of Martin Luther King Jr.
Wade.
[3791.5, 3793.9]: across an intersecting width.
[3794.2, 3795.6]: Noah Henry Boulevard
[3795.9, 3798.7]: for all passing through our great city to see.
[3799.2, 3801.2]: Mr. Mayor and City Council members.
[3802.3, 3822.3]: We and the wider community of the city of Stockbridge ask for your approval
of the renaming of Lee Street to Martin Luther King Jr. Way. Thank you. Business. Street name
change for North Lee Street and South Lee Street. Council District 4. Second reading,
consideration of a resolution to change the names of both streets, North Lee Street and South
Lee Street to Martin Luther King Jr. Way.
[3822.3, 3834.9]: This action is intended to honor the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
while aligning the corridor with a name that reflects the community's historical and cultural
values. The applicant is the City of Stockbridge, Mr. Anderson.
[3837.7, 3842.4]: Mayor. It says presented by us. I'm just making sure we don't need to say
anything before we move forward.
[3843.9, 3858.3]: Well, we did some additional research since the last meeting. We combed
through over 60 pages of documents and we couldn't come to a conclusive, we couldn't find any
conclusive evidence to say who the street was named after.
[3860.2, 3870.5]: Yes, sir. Yep, that's it. Mayor pretend you had something to add. No, I just,
that's it. It was a vote only, so we're just going to vote. All right. I'll accept the motion
at this time.
[3870.6, 3883.9]: Mayor, I would like to make a motion to rename North Least Street and South
Least Street, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Way in the city of Stockbridge, changing the name of
North and South Least Street.
[3884.1, 3886.2]: Madam. Yes, ma'am. Discussion.
[3887.8, 3890.8]: I need a second to open discussion. Is there a second?
[3891.1, 3891.8]: I said, you know.
[3892.4, 3903.6]: All right. Discussion. Go ahead, Councilman. Okay. So at the start of our
meeting, I know this gentleman brought to the Council administrative deed of sale.
[3904.3, 3906.4]: the property along.
[3907.7, 3908.6]: We straight.
[3910.4, 3916.8]: And it's right here. Talks about William Jackson Lee.
[3919.3, 3921.6]: It's the need of sale. Are you asking me a question?
[3922.1, 3927.0]: Is the deed of sale, do you all have this in your documentation?
[3927.5, 3943.1]: I'm not exactly sure. But that doesn't say the street was named after the
former mayor. So what we did, we were looking for evidence to prove that the street was named
after the former mayor. And we don't have anything conclusive that states that.
[3943.9, 3953.2]: Okay. Um, mayor? Yes. I oppose this. I didn't know I would have voted just
yesterday. Um, well, let me finish my comment. Okay.
[3953.4, 3955.7]: I am in opposition to this.
[3956.5, 3961.7]: It is in the City Council District that I am duly elected to represent.
[3962.7, 3967.2]: What I had requested previously, well, with the original discussion.
[3967.7, 3968.5]: Is that?
[3969.0, 3971.4]: We tasked staff with bringing us back.
[3971.9, 3973.6]: A plan.
[3974.0, 3976.5]: on how we would
[3977.7, 3983.0]: Go about renaming of streets in the downtown. I support.
[3983.4, 3986.3]: Vitalization of our downtown.
[3986.7, 3987.9]: No doubt about it.
[3988.9, 3991.5]: MLK Senior Heritage Trail
[3993.2, 3994.2]: one side of the street.
[3995.1, 3996.3]: It's in my district.



[3997.0, 3998.9]: So will this.
[3999.2, 4000.1]: New Street.
[4001.0, 4002.4]: or a proposed street.
[4003.9, 4007.6]: I do not believe that it is.
[4008.4, 4009.5]: Beneficial.
[4009.7, 4012.0]: for us to do street naming.
[4012.9, 4016.5]: I don't want us to have like a hodgepodge.
[4017.7, 4020.5]: Street naming just randomly.
[4021.5, 4022.8]: This whole idea.
[4023.0, 4024.2]: did not come from me.
[4025.5, 4028.0]: It didn't come from the representative.
[4028.4, 4029.0]: I'm the
[4029.3, 4033.2]: Residents and stakeholders who are affected
[4033.7, 4037.5]: Who will be affected by such a change?
[4038.1, 4045.0]: I think it's unfair because homeowners, business owners who've lived along
Lee Street.
[4045.6, 4049.2]: For more than twenty years, thirty years, forty years,
[4049.5, 4052.0]: have come and made their public comments.
[4052.6, 4053.8]: They're on the record.
[4054.7, 4063.9]: I would hope that my councilmates will at some point listen to the desires of
the residents and the business owners
[4065.2, 4066.3]: in this area.
[4067.0, 4069.0]: This is a very sensitive subject.
[4070.7, 4072.8]: I ask that you all please.
[4074.3, 4077.5]: Please reconsider this whole initiative.
[4078.3, 4081.3]: because it does not serve any benefit.
[4082.3, 4083.0]: Two.
[4083.2, 4084.1]: This district.
[4084.4, 4085.4]: My district.
[4085.7, 4090.0]: the district that I am duly elected to represent. That's all, sir.
[4091.8, 4093.7]: Thank you, Madam. Any other council discussion?
[4093.9, 4108.6]: Question from Mr. Anderson. Yes, go to vote. Mr. Anderson, you said that you
were able to do some research and were not able to conclusively determine who the street was
named after originally. Is that correct? Yes, that's correct. Yes.
[4112.4, 4132.1]: So what, what, what level? Sir, sir, sir, sir, I can't have you doing that
during this meeting. Thank you so much, counsel. So what, what, what did you find out or did
you find anything out? I mean, we found a lot of evidence referencing the former mayor living
on Lee Street, but...
[4132.7, 4151.6]: We were searching for conclusive evidence, definitive evidence that stated
whom the street was named after. We couldn't find whether it was named after Robert E. Lee or
whatever, but we just couldn't find any evidence that stated it was definitely named after the
former mayor Lee.
[4154.0, 4162.4]: the earliest date of it being Lee Street? Yes, it's in the package. I didn't
pull it up. It's in the presentation.
[4167.4, 4168.1]: Okay.
[4170.3, 4171.2]: I get it.
[4177.0, 4197.0]: It goes back even further. But like I said, Councilman Barry, we couldn't
find any definitive evidence. But if you understand the geology of street names, how street
names originate, it's usually originated at the largest property owner, the first time seller.
[4196.9, 4210.0]: a landmark, famous people, or other stuff like that. So, I mean, if you had
to form a conclusion, I mean, you probably would reach the...
[4211.9, 4212.6]: Um.
[4215.4, 4225.3]: If you had to form an opinion or a conclusion, you probably would say it was 



named after the Leaf family based on the geology of how streets obtain their names.
[4228.5, 4229.3]: Okay.
[4230.0, 4230.6]: 15 minutes.
[4231.5, 4239.5]: All right. Find the call. Any more discussion from council? All right.
Closing discussion. Moving on to proceed with the motion. All those in favor, please indicate.
[4239.7, 4240.2]: Yeah.
[4241.1, 4242.2]: All right, go ahead.
[4243.3, 4243.8]: Go ahead.
[4244.5, 4264.5]: I want to make sure that the city clerk, do you have a copy of this
administrator's deed of sale that was handed by this? Okay. And every member of the governing
body also received a copy of this administrator's deed of sale in reference to Lee Street.
[4264.4, 4264.8]: Yeah.
[4266.3, 4267.7]: This was handed to us by...
[4269.7, 4275.8]: Can you come to the microphone? Each member of council has a copy of this. Is
it a certified document?
[4277.6, 4285.0]: It is stamped by Henry County. It even references.
[4286.0, 4286.7]: The...
[4287.5, 4290.5]: County Clerk, Office of Clerk of Superior Court.
[4292.0, 4294.1]: This is stamped and dated.
[4296.1, 4301.4]: I asked that Mr. Anderson or Mr. Edmondson.
[4303.0, 4305.7]: Or anyone who wants to review this.
[4307.3, 4311.9]: But that still doesn't state that it was named after the former mayor.
[4312.3, 4320.0]: I can only assume because it's Lee Street. It's the only Lee Street that we
have here in the city.
[4320.3, 4323.5]: So I can only assume that it was named after.
[4324.5, 4325.6]: The former mayor.
[4326.5, 4330.8]: For clarification, this document was handed to the Court prior to the meeting
today.
[4331.6, 4337.6]: Thank you, Madam Clerk. Moving on to the motion. There's a motion in a
second. All those in favor, please indicate by the sign of I.
[4339.7, 4340.8]: In your polls?
[4341.0, 4341.8]: I have homes.
[4342.6, 4345.7]: Any abstention? Abstention. 311.
[4347.5, 4367.5]: Going on to Newmarket, Bob, Richard and Walter built three homes. For Joyce
Andrews, this street is not just a name, it's like family. She says generations ago, three Lee
brothers built homes along Lee Street, and today, one of those homes still stands. For her,
that history should stay, Andrews said.
[4367.4, 4387.4]: As part of the debate centers around a rumor as Robert E. Lee has never had
anything to do with the naming of Lee Street in Stockbridge, Georgia. The mayor of Stockbridge
agrees. That is something that was said. Unfortunately, there is no data or any documents to
prove that. But city leaders voted to change Lee Street to Martin Luther King, Jr.
[4387.4, 4391.2]: Some in the city say the change honors the legacy of
[4391.7, 4410.4]: King junior, whose father, Martin Luther King Sr., was born in Stockbridge.
There is already a street in the city named in his honor, the Martin Luther King Sr. Heritage
Trail. Supporters say this is about recognizing that legacy. There have been an uncounted
number of streets renamed in this country.
[4411.2, 4415.4]: And as we continue to celebrate and give recognition to the many great
Americans
[4415.7, 4416.6]: that we celebrate.
[4417.9, 4420.2]: The Martin Luther King family is no exception.
[4420.8, 4440.8]: A local historian tells CBS News Atlanta, Lee Street was named after a
longtime Stockbridge mayor, RE Lee, who helped bring paved roads and electricity to the city.
He says this is the same family who built the three homes on Lee Street. We also looked into 



how a street name change is supposed to happen in the city.
[4440.8, 4460.8]: So a request must be reviewed by a city director before going to council for
final approval. But the mayor also admits the process did not fully reach residents. He says
they did notify residents of the change, keeping the process in line with city guidelines.
Still, for Andrews, no matter the process, it's about more than enough.
[4460.7, 4461.0]: Yeah.
[4461.4, 4464.9]: It goes back to the early 1900s.
[4465.3, 4467.2]: So why would you?
[4467.9, 4471.9]: Go about changing history. So what's next in all this?
[4472.3, 4480.6]: Thank you so much. That'll conclude our public comments. At this time, I will
call for the presentation portion of our agenda, and I'll ask for the Henry County Schools to
give the city of


