
 
LAW OFFICES OF 

ROBERT KENNER, JR. 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 

5593 Riverdale Road | Suite B | Atlanta, Georgia 30349-7314 
Telephone Number 404-292-9997 | Facsimile Number 404-292-9998 

robertkennerjrlaw.com 
August 14, 2026 
VIA Email: lgantt@stockbridgega.org 
Councilmember LaKeisha Gantt 
District 1 Councilmember 
City of Stockbridge, Georgia 
4640 North Henry Boulevard 
Stockbridge, Georgia 30281 
RE: FORMAL REQUEST FOR RECUSAL FROM THE AUGUST 22, 2026 

INVESTIGATIVE REMOVAL HEARING CONCERNING MAYOR JAYDEN L. 
WILLIAMS 

Dear Councilmember Gantt: 
I represent Mayor Jayden L. Williams concerning the removal proceeding initiated under § 2.17 
of the Charter of the City of Stockbridge and presently scheduled for August 22, 2026. On 
Mayor Williams’ behalf, I respectfully request that you voluntarily recuse yourself from all 
adjudicative participation in that proceeding. This request is limited to the pending removal 
adjudication. It does not ask you to resign from City Council, refrain from performing your 
legislative or other lawful governmental duties, or cease participating in nonadjudicative 
municipal business. It asks only that you not serve as a factfinder or voting adjudicator in a 
proceeding in which your prior statements create a substantial question concerning bias, 
prejudgment, and your ability to decide the charges fairly and solely upon the evidence admitted 
at the hearing. 
BASIS FOR THE REQUEST 
The Investigative Hearing Procedures adopted by the City Council expressly address “Recusal 
and Ex Parte Communications.” Those procedures recognize that a councilmember who “has 
prejudged the merits” or cannot fairly and impartially decide the matter based solely upon the 
hearing record must disclose the issue and determine whether recusal is required. The Council, 
not Gino Brogdon Sr., the appointed Hearing Officer, will make the ultimate factual findings, 
determine whether any charge has been established, decide whether proven conduct satisfies a 
ground for removal under Charter § 2.17, and vote on removal. Mr. Brogdon will regulate the 
proceeding and rule on procedural and evidentiary matters but will not participate in Council 
deliberations or vote. Robert Ashe has been appointed Presenter of Evidence for the City. Each 
participating councilmember therefore must approach the proceeding without a closed judgment 
concerning disputed facts, credibility, culpability, or the appropriate outcome. 
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Copies of the communications and public statements forming the basis of this request are 
enclosed as Exhibits A through C. The enclosed screenshots and other available electronic 
records have been preserved for presentation to the Court as appropriate. Communications and 
public statements attributed to you create a substantial and objectively reasonable concern that 
material issues may have been prejudged before presentation of sworn testimony, cross-
examination, evidentiary rulings, and completion of the official hearing record. Those statements 
include, among others: 

 advising that Mayor Williams should “strongly consider resigning without putting out 
all allegations” and stating that if he had a hearing, “all of this embarrassing stuff is 
going to come out!!!!!”;  

 stating, “We can’t let the Mayor do His initiatives. He doesn’t need to be around 
Minors as far as I’m concerned”;  

 stating, “If you knew what I knew you would agree”; 
 
 referring to “complaint after complaint after complaint” and concluding, “We are left 

with no choice”; 
 
 publicly stating that Mayor Williams “continued to do the things I personally warned 

him about” and that advance disclosure did not “negate the wrong doing”; 
 
 stating that he had been “warned, trained, coached, advised,” asking how many 

chances should be given, and declaring, “This has got to stop”; 
 
 stating that he had received “a lot of warnings!! A LOT!” and writing, “So let the 

chips fall where they Lay!”; and 
 
 stating that Mayor Williams had been “corrected time and time again. He knows.” 

 
These statements appear to characterize disputed wrongdoing as established, indicate that 
repeated correction allegedly failed, recommend surrender of the elected office, and suggest that 
adverse consequences are warranted. Several statements also concern subjects that overlap with 
the pending charges and factual issues the Council will be required to decide.  
IMPARTIALITY AND DUE PROCESS  
I recognize that a councilmember is not disqualified merely because she received complaints, 
participated in an investigation, voted to initiate proceedings, or acquired familiarity with 
allegations in an official capacity. I also recognize that some statements attributed to you urge 
that the investigator be allowed to complete his work and state that no final determination has 
been made. 
 
The concern here is the cumulative effect of specific statements that may reasonably be 
understood as accepting disputed allegations, characterizing conduct as wrongdoing,  
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recommending resignation, expressing that Council had “no choice,” and announcing views 
about Mayor Williams’ conduct and fitness before the adjudicative record exists.  
An elected municipal officer has a protected property interest in the office to which he was 
elected and is entitled to constitutionally adequate procedures, including an impartial 
adjudicative panel. City of Ludowici v. Stapleton, 258 Ga. 868, 869, 375 S.E.2d 855 (1989). 
Georgia law likewise recognizes that equitable relief may be appropriate where specific evidence 
shows that a proposed adjudicator has formed and expressed an opinion concerning the merits 
and no adequate procedure exists to resolve the challenge. Clary v. Mathews, 224 Ga. 82, 83-84, 
160 S.E.2d 338 (1968).  
The appearance and reality of impartiality are particularly important here because the Council 
will simultaneously receive evidence, judge credibility, resolve disputed historical facts, apply 
the Charter’s removal standards, and decide whether Mayor Williams remains in elected office. 
Voluntary recusal would protect the integrity of the proceeding, avoid placing you in the position 
of adjudicating the effect of your own prior statements, and preserve public confidence that the 
charges will be determined solely from properly admitted evidence rather than information, 
views, or conclusions formed outside the hearing record.  
Accordingly, Mayor Williams respectfully requests that you: 1. Recuse yourself from serving as a factfinder or voting adjudicator in the August 22, 2026 

removal proceeding;  2. Refrain from receiving evidence in an adjudicative capacity, questioning witnesses as an 
adjudicator, participating in deliberations, making or joining findings, communicating 
with participating adjudicators concerning the merits, or voting on any charge or 
proposed removal; 
 3. Preserve, within your possession, custody, or control, all potentially relevant evidence 
concerning the allegations, the July 17 restrictions, Mayor Williams’s resignation or 
continued service, the anticipated hearing, recusal, prejudgment, and the expected 
outcome, including complete text-message and electronic-message threads, social-media 
posts and comments, direct messages, attachments, native files, available account 
exports, edit histories, deletion information, and metadata; 
 4. Confirm in writing whether, pursuant to the “Recusal and Ex Parte Communications” 
provision of the Investigative Hearing Procedures, you have disclosed the matters 
identified in this letter and whether you will voluntarily recuse from the adjudication; and 
 5. If you decline to recuse, please state the basis for that decision and identify the person or 
procedure you contend is authorized to resolve a contested challenge to your qualification 
to participate as an adjudicator. 

 
This request is made without asking you to decide whether any underlying charge is true or false. 
It is directed solely to your constitutional and procedural qualification to participate as an 
adjudicator. 
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Because the Superior Court hearing is scheduled for August 17, 2026, and the municipal removal 
hearing is scheduled for August 22, 2026, we respectfully request a written response by 12:00 
noon on August 15, 2026, if practicable, and in all events as soon as practicable before the 
Superior Court hearing.

Please copy your response to Gino Brogdon Sr., Hearing Officer; Robert Ashe, Presenter of 
Evidence; Cassandra Lester, Interim City Clerk; Quinton G. Washington, City Attorney; and 
counsel for Mayor Williams so that the request and response may be preserved in the official 
record. Ms. Lester is respectfully requested to place this letter and any response in the official 
record of the removal proceeding.

Nothing in this request waives any objection, claim, defense, evidentiary issue, request for 
judicial relief, or right of review belonging to Mayor Williams. If you decline to recuse or do not 
respond before the Superior Court hearing, Mayor Williams reserves the right to present this 
request and the supporting evidence to the Superior Court of Henry County and to seek 
appropriate relief concerning the constitutional qualification of the proposed tribunal.
We respectfully ask that you give this request prompt and careful consideration.

Sincerely,

Robert Kenner, Jr.
RKJ/my

c: Gino Brogdon Sr., Hearing Officer
Robert Ashe, Presenter of Evidence
Quinton G. Washington, City Attorney
Cassandra Lester, Interim City Clerk
Mayor Jayden L. Williams

Enclosures: Exhibits A-C
Exhibit A - Text communications to Vivian Thomas
Exhibit B - Text communications to Bruce Smith
Exhibit C - Public Facebook statements and comments attributed to Councilmember 
LaKeisha Gantt
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EXHIBIT A

Text Communications to Vivian Thomas

Enclosure to Formal Request for Recusal







EXHIBIT B

Text Communications to Bruce Smith

Enclosure to Formal Request for Recusal











EXHIBIT C

Public Facebook Statements and Comments Attributed to Councilmember LaKeisha Gantt

Enclosure to Formal Request for Recusal










































